
  May-  Media-Memory and the Streaming Darkness 
 
You’re listening to The Gateway Geeks Podcast- Season 2 Episode 5- Media Memory and the 
Streaming Darkness. This month, we’re joined by the brilliant Lisa Pavia-Higel as we discuss 
media paradigms, parenting, and downloading your geekery into your kiddos. You’ll notice this 
episode has smoother transitions than usual, which is attributable entirely to Lisa! Other topics 
include American Gods, culture commodification, Millennials, feminism, and shocking 
confessions about Marvel burnout. Take it away Joe and Aaron. 
 
In the News 
 
This month in Trump fuckery- What is our responsibility vis-a-vis this ongoing nightmare? 
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/05/10/comey-firing-trump-russia-238192 

● What is dystopian? Much as our political discussion is lurching to the right, so too is 
dystopian fantasy feeling more and more possible and familiar. What will be dystopian in 
the next 20 years? I am earnestly asking the question, it’s not rhetorical. 

● Late Show- Daily Show cast. Just sort of shrugging and waiting for the apolcalypse 
● President attacking artists and journalists, that’s a great sign 

 
Commodification! 

● Wonder Woman and Weight-Loss Bars...Great. 
http://io9.gizmodo.com/i-cant-help-but-wonder-why-wonder-woman-is-shilling-wei-17949
82460 

● Hydra? Seriously? 
https://www.bleedingcool.com/2017/04/20/marvel-want-comic-store-staff-dress-like-hydr
a-secret-empire/  

○ As a Marvel Fangirl-I am getting super tired of these big events. I was okay, with 
a temporarily switched Captain America into a hydra agent using Kobik. Red 
Skull with Prof. X powers makes sense as someone who can screw with people. 
(I still can’t believe I can type this). This whole secret empire crap is….well crap. 
They need to back the hell off the “earth shattering events” already. It’s also 
freaking out DC so now THEY’RE doing these events too! AHHHHHH  

○ Not to mention that we don’t need to resort to fantasy for our dystopian fix 
anymore. It’s ripe for satire - 
http://www.newsarama.com/34440-hydra-invades-white-house-website-for-real.ht
ml 

 
 
Cloak and Dagger? Looks kinda adorable. 
http://www.theverge.com/2017/4/19/15358658/marvel-cloak-dagger-trailer-freeform-teen-angst-r
omance 
 
Reboots, Beloved IPs,  and Streaming - An Embarrassment of Riches 
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● Mystery Science Theater 3000 reboot- Wil Wheaton, Felicia Day and Paton 

Oswald…..Watching nostalgia…. (could be a segway, you watch them in these and you 
can TELL they are loving it!) 

● Dark Tower? With Idris Elba <3 
● American Gods- has anyone actually seen this? STARS. 

○ Sumptuous and beautiful from people who know how to make TV. He produces 
his shows often (8 so far).  

○ Gaiman has a background in TV and it shows here. HE knows what to adapt and 
what to pull directly. There is even a shot that is the cover of the book!  

○ Everyone was worried about Bilquis as a scene and it was actually beautifully 
done! Yetidi Badaki ( ye-ti-de-ba-da-ki) does an amazing job. 

● Examples: Handmaid’s Tale, Game of Thrones, Marvel Netflix stuff, American Gods, 
Dear White People, Voltron, etc.  

○ Streaming is also a new mediu nm and is redefining what we mean by 
“television” Kinda making McLuhan spin in his hot and cold grave. The whole 
“medium is the message” thing is a bit out the window when the medium is 
different for different people.  

■ Not necessarily. If you take this in a looser sense, the fact that we rarely 
use ‘medium’ as a singular noun anymore points to our lack of 
categorization/hierarchy for reputable or hegemonic media. This gets into 
media literacy a bit, but we’re missing contextual cues for what is 
high-quality news, and also for what is ‘main stream’ or ‘underground’ or 
‘indie’. At this point, it’s all on the same screen (which is to say, any 
screen), and we have yet to figure out a new taxonomy for the content.  

■ Legacy media vs. “new media’s approach” to platform agnostic media 
○ Streaming service originated program has uniquely different production and 

pacing based on how these folks know the shows will be watched. There is an 
assumption of binge watching, seasons are released differently (with the 
exception of handmaid’s tale) 

○ It’s so important, Nielson is trying to figure out how to measure this success: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/03/business/media/nielsen-playing-catch-up-a
s-tv-viewing-habits-change-and-digital-rivals-spring-up.html?module=ArrowsNav
&contentCollection=Media&action=keypress&region=FixedLeft&pgtype=article 

● Netflix and Hulu know a LOT about you! That’s why so many of these channels are 
wanting to do their own thing! They also know not to ask us what we want!  

○ Booooo, big data. BOOOOO! 
● Hulu is one of the only networks that still thinks TV can be traditional. Probably because 

it’s a joint venture with traditional TV outlets. I haven’t seen Handmaid’s tale but i wonder 
how the pacing will be? 

● Cable TV and Streaming has created the “genre” of Prestige Television. This construct is 
meant to separate “trash” TV from the “better shows”  (ongoing discussion of “high” vs 
“low” culture) Part of this is that there’s been a flood of talent from film into TV.  
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● Nostalgia-how streaming can ruin things (wow….this actually kinda sucks)  
○ Rewatching Jem and She Ra 

● Happiness is…. Certain episodes of TV and certain movies are ritually used (Treehouse 
of Horror, Stardust…) Use and Gratification theory tells us that we all consume media for 
different reasons and to fulfill different needs.  (popular theory first started forming in the 
1940s)  

 
Memory - For What It’s Worth 

● Introducing geeklets (geeklings?) to our childhood favs- She’ra, Jem, Star Wars, 
Dragonball Z 

● TV shows are our “campfire,” where the older generation tries to guess what kids want to 
watch.  

● How not to ruin things for your kids 
● Media wonkiness-The things we watch when we are young set are “normal” levels 

(Gerbner’s cultivation theory)  
● What was your “gateway drug” to geekdom? 

 
Best Guess 

● What media franchise of today will be the TMNT/Dr. Who/Star Trek of tomorrow? 
Best guess (30 seconds each) 

○ Sadly, I think it will be Supernatural for geeks, and Shameless (which I’ve 
not seen) for others. Also possibly Game of Thrones  

 
Sign off Quote-  
It isn't necessary to imagine the world ending in fire or ice. There are two other possibilities: 
one is paperwork, and the other is nostalgia. Frank Zappa 
 
YESSSSSSS! 
 
 


